DIOCESE OF EAST ANGLIA  -  MATRIMONIAL TRIBUNAL

Preliminary Questionnaire

Before you answer these questions: Please give the fullest possible answers to all these questions, even if it takes longer than you thought it would.  Please number your answers clearly.  If using a PC you can submit them electronically, preferably in WORD or RTF format, but please also type the question in, or add in your answers to this questionnaire.  Please read through the entire questionnaire and keep to the time scale suggested (i.e. do not describe or discuss problems that occurred after the wedding in answers to questions about the courtship period.)  Please sign and date the last page of your answers.

THE PERIOD LEADING UP TO THE MARRIAGE

1.
Give a fairly full account of your childhood, upbringing and the influence of your home on you. (For example: If you are one of many children, state your place in the family; where did you go to school, what happened after you left school? Did you get on with your parents, brothers and sisters?  Any incidents from you youth that may have had an effect on you, a bereavement, accident, sickness, etc.)

2.
Give a fairly full account of your former partner’s childhood, insofar as you know of it (as above in No 1.).

3.
Prior to meeting your former partner, did either of you have any previous serious (i.e was there a sexual involvement?) relationship(s) or engagement(s)?  If so, please give relevant details and the reasons for these not working out.

4.
When (approximate date) and where did you and your former partner meet?  When did you start dating regularly (how soon after meeting) and was there a formal engagement?  If there was an engagement, how long after you met?  Was the relationship/engagement ever broken off?  If so, what were the reasons for this?

5.
Was the period leading up to the marriage a happy time?  At what stage during this period was marriage first mentioned?  Did you live together during this period?  If so, how did this decision come to be made?  Did this period go smoothly or were there serious disagreements?  If there were disagreements, what were they about and how were they sorted out?  Were there any other problems?

6. During the period immediately prior to the wedding, did you and your former partner seriously discuss your future life together, in particular with regard to the following areas:

a.
Whether or not you both wanted children;

b.
whether you believed in total fidelity in marriage;

c.
what you would do if the marriage did not work out;

d.
the management of finances and household budgeting.

7.
Did you and your former partner ever have any pre-marriage counselling from any source, or go on a marriage preparation day or course? (e.g. a clergyman, counsellor, doctor)

8.
Were you able to prepare financially for your married life together?

9.
Had sexual relations taken place between you prior to the marriage?  Who initiated this? Were there any problems, particularly with feelings of guilt or a sense of being obliged to get married?

10.
Was there any pressure of any kind (and however subtle) on you to marry your former partner?

THE COURSE OF THE MARRIAGE

11.
How long was the marriage happy? When did things begin to go wrong?  When did you notice this? Who or what was responsible for this deterioration?  Did you both sense that things were going wrong?

12.
What type of accommodation did you live in throughout the marriage?

13.
During your life together, were you both able to discuss things and share things in a loving way?  Was one more reserved? Were feelings discussed or hidden?

14.
Was the sexual relationship during the marriage satisfactory and satisfying for both of you? Were there any differences as to what each thought acceptable? Were there any major problems?  (If so, could you talk about them to each other?)

15.
a. If there were children what was your former partner like as a parent?

b. If there were no children, what was the reason for this?  Did one party withhold the right to have children from the other?  Please give details if you can, particularly about decisions made with regard to contraception and whether these were mutual or unilateral?

16.
Were there every any instances of violence (physical or verbal) during the married life?  If so, when did this begin?  Please give any details you can.

17.
Were there any financial problems in the marriage?

18.
Did either of you have a drink, drugs or gambling problem during the marriage?

19.
Did either of you have any serious health problems during the marriage?

20.
What was your former partner’s employment record like?

21.
If you were employed, what about your employment record?

22.
Were there any instances of infidelity on either side during the marriage?  If so, please give all details.

23.
Did your former partner ever criticise you, either with or without justification?

24.
Did you ever criticise him/her?  Was this justified?

THE FINAL BREAKDOWN & DIVORCE

25.
Describe the circumstances leading to the breakdown of the marriage and divorce.

26.
Has anything significant happened since in your life or that of your former partner since the breakdown of the marriage?

27. Is there anything else that you would like to add?

Please return your answers & the Application Form & Witness Nomination Form to: 
The Tribunal Administrator,

21, Upgate,

Poringland,

NORWICH,

NR14 7SH

